Introduction

Bosan community forest lies in the chalnakhel VDC,
15 km southwest of Kathmandu city. The name “Bosan”
is derived from the village name Bosan. CF is highly
diverse in cultural, biological and religious diversity
and natural beauty as well. It represents the typical
middle mountain ecological zone. The average slope
of the forest is (10-45) degree with North East aspect.
The forest is characterized by sub-tropical and
temperate vegetation. Altitude varies from 1501 meter
to 2245 meter. Bosan CF was gazetted in 2051 B.S
with an area of 137.8 Ha. Foot of “chhampa devi”
temple is located inside the forest, a famous religious
site in the Kathmandu district.

Biological Diversity of Community Forest
Flora

The Bosan CF is very rich in plants diversity. Okhar
(Juglanus regia), Lali Gurans (Rhododendron
arboretum), Chilaune (Schima walichii), Katus
(Castanopsis indica), Salla (pinus roxburghii) and Utis
(Alnus nepalensis) are the major timber species of
the forest. The major Non-timber forest products in
the forest are Kurilo (Asapargus raceomus), chiraito
(Swertia chirayita), pakanbed (Berginia ciliata), Timur
(Xanthoxylum armatum) and gurjo (Tinospora sinensis).

Fauna

Wild animals found in the forest area are Barking Deer
(Muntiacus muntjak), Leopard (Panthera pardus),
Pangolin (Manis pentadactyla), Cat (Felis chaus), Fox
(Vulpus vulpus), Jackal (Canis aerus) and Wolf (Cania
lupua).Similarly, Nepali Kalij, Wild Cock, Asian Koel,
Red Whiskered Bulbul, Crow, Hawk, Owl, Sparrow
are the most common birds found inside the forest.

Socio-cultural Diversity

The main castes and ethnic groups in the CF include
Tamang, Brahimin chhetri and Magar. Agricultural
production, livestock rearing and forest resources are
main sources of livelihood of the local people.

Forest Management Vision, Goal and Objectives
Vision
“Sustainable Management of forest, biodiversity and

cultural resources as well as Livelihood promotion of
local community”

Goal

“Sustainable Management of forest, biodiversity,
cultural resources and ecotourism promotion through
participatory management approach ensuring
environmental stability and livelihood promotion of
local people”

Objectives

e Community based sustainable forest management,
wise use of forest products and conservation of
natural beauty of the vicinity.

e Community based Biodiversity conservation and
wildlife habitat management with in the forest
area.

e  Community based ecotourism and creation of
environment friendly jobs in order to improve
livelihood of local people.

Community forest area

Forest Management Activities

Community forest approach is the participatory forest
management approach where local users mange and
utilize the forest resources in their benefit maintaining
the forest health and vitality. Users use their local
knowledge and skills in forest management
incorporating the technical advices from forestry

professionals. Some of the forest management activities
are:

1. Plantation activities
e Fodder grass plantation (Stylo and Naiper)
e Lapsi (Choerospondias axillaris) plantation
2. Silvicultural activities ( cleaning, pruning, singling,
thinning, weeding)
3. Fire line construction
4. Forest management training, Fire management

training, Forest enterprise development training
and workshops

5. Public hearing and participatory governance
assessment

6. Soil conservation activities
7. Block management (9 Blocks)

Sustainable Forest Management Programme

Federation of community forest users' Nepal
(FECOFUN) in collaboration with Asia Pacific Network
for Sustainable Forest Management and Rehabilitation
(APFNet) is implementing the project entitled
Demonstration of Sustainable Forest Management
with Community Participation (DSFMCP). The main
objective of this project is to develop the community
forest as a demo site for the sustainable forest
management while also focusing on economic
activities. Bosan community forest is one of the
community forest in which this programme is going
on. Different activites which are conducted in demo
site are:

e Good governance practice and assessment

e Sustainable forest management activities

e Biodiversity monitoring and registration

e Block management

e Forest fire management and fire line
construction

e Training on multifunctional utilization of forest

and alternative energy

community forest resource center

e Promotion of econimic activities through forest
based enterprises

e Plantation activities
e Silvicultural operations

Community Development Activities

e Support to chhampadevi secondary school
infrastructure development

e Support to community resource centre
establishment

e Support to champa devi temple and Gumba
inside the forest area

Income Generation Activities

As per the objective of the CFUGs to establish forest
based enterprises and create green jobs to support
livelihood of the forest dependent people, community
forest users are operating the bio-briquette enterprise
utilizing the local forest resources. This enterprise is
creating direct employment opportunities to 5 people
and 100 indirect opportunities while it is operating.

Environmental Services

e Trekking, forest walk, hiking and meditation
can be done inside the forest area.

e Water source from the forest is used in Kirtipur
municipality and Lalitpur municipality for
drinking.

e Ecosystem regulation/Water regulation
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grafted lapsi plantation in demosite
Awards

District forest office Kathmandu Awarded third prize
for better management community forest in 2056 and
second prize in 2068 B.S. among all the CFUGs in
Kathmandu district.
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E-mail: bosancfug@yahoo.com
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/boasncfug
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